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grit and independence of the patient, and tending auto-
matically to safeguard the State from two-thirds of the
unlimited financial liability now lying upon it.

2. All need of any restrictions upon our liberty is thereby
abrogated, the bond being the simple financial bond of a
tariff. All the obnoxious features of the present Act above
detailed fall to the ground, leaving a free profession and a
free public united as of old by the simplest of all bonds, that
of self interest. I am, Sir, vours faithfullv,
4Dsmotherley, Northallerton, Dec. 4th, 1912. H. B. LUARD.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In the Explanatory Statement just issued by the
National Health Insurance Commission a new light has
been thrown on the bearing of Dr. Addison’s amendment
in its effect on the working of the National Insurance Act.
I would draw the attention of the profession to (VII.), p. 12.
It will there be seen that those who " make their own

arrangements" have practically the whole of that portion
of their medical benefit for the provision of drugs, &c.,
confiscated. That is to say, whatever use is made of
the ls. 6d. or 2s. (nearly one-third of the whole of the
said benefit), it will in no instance profit them personally
unless they employ a private doctor entitled to supply
medicines, if on the panel. If the private doctor they
employ is not one of the few who are entitled to supply
medicines, supposing he were on the panel, no part of the
charges made for medicines can be defrayed out of the allow-
ance made to the patient for medical attendance. If regarded
closely this is a very important matter. The great majority
of the practitioners in England and Wales at the present
time always supply themselves medicines to their patients,
and it goes without saying that a certain proportion of the
charges to private patients represents the cost of the same.
This must now be defrayed by the patient at his own cost,
although he and his employer are compulsorily taxed to meet
this expense. Apart from the obvious inequity of the

arrangement, other injustices are perpetrated. Many of the
practitioners such insured persons might select might
conceivedly not be on the panel at all, and an in-
vidious distinction is drawn between non-panel doctors
in the rural and other areas, where, if on the panel,
charges for drugs would be legitimate. and those
resident where the same charges are not permissive.
In other words, an unfair competition might be engendered,
as it would be possible for the foimer to attract insured
persons as private patients by making a reduction in their
fees, which would be recouped by the privilege possessed by
them of drawing on the drug portion of the medical benefit
of their insured patients.

Again, it must not be forgotten that a considerable portion
of the medical profession possess absolute rights at the

present time to charge for medicines, notably all those
licensed by the Apothecaries Society. These rights have
been in effect altogether swept away with regard to attend-
ance on a large section of the community, without any
compensation. It has further been brought about, not by a
clear and distinct legislative enactment, on the ground that
such a privilege is subversive of the general interest, but
by a side issue, inserted in the Regulations of an Act of
’Parliament, which, construed literally, gives no indication of
any intention to take away these ancient rights of the

profession. I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
London, Dec. 7th, 1912. 

-

MAJOR GREENWOOD.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
’SiR,&mdash;The approaching formation of the medical panels

seems an opportune moment to consider the establishment of
a Medical Pension Fund. The matter has been carefully con-
sidered, and with the assistance of Mr. George Hardy, the
’well-known actuary, a preliminary scheme is now suggested
for the consideration of those members of the profession
who decide to take service under the National Insurance Act.
My proposal is that a small proportion of the capitation fee
(if that system of payment is chosen), or a definite sum per
’quarter as the individual medical men may decide, should
be set aside to establish a fund which could be used either
for insurance or pension. It may be mentioned that 6d. per
- annum per head of the insured population would produce a
premium income of more than J::300,000 a year. Hence, if
any considerable proportion of the doctors upon the panels

become contributors, a premium income would be secured
sufficient to give stabillty to the fund (if managed indepen-
dently), or to induce the offer of attractive terms from any
of the leading insurance companies.
The details of any scheme and the arrangements necessary

to make it effective will, of course, require careful considera-
tion, but from the calculations already made I believe that
such a scheme will be very advantageous to the profession.
As a concrete example of what could be done, I am advised
that an annual payment of &pound; 20-representing 6d. per head
for 800 insured persons--payable between the ages of 25 and
65, would probably provide a pension for the doctor of about
B180 a year at the age of 65, or a capital sum of about

: .61700, with the alternative, in the event of death before
i that age, of a payment to his heirs of E400 plus the return
; of any premiums paid in excess of that sum. In the event

of the scheme being widely supported, and with a view to
reducing the working expenses to a minimum, and thus pro-

l portionately increasing the benefits obtainable, the Insurance
L Commissioners might, perhaps, be induced to sanction proper
, arrangements under which the cooperation of the Insurance
, Committees may be secured in collecting the premiums at
 their snnrp.p.. I nm. Sir. vours faithfullv.

Kensington, Dec. 10th, 1912. H. H. MILLS.

THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
CLINICAL CONGRESS OF SURGEONS

OF NORTH AMERICA IN NEW
YORK CITY.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
(Concluded from p. 1615.)

Problents of Obstetrical Practice.
ON Nov. 14th Dr. W. W. CHIPMAN, of Montreal, read a

paper on Problems of Obstetrical Practice. Natural parturi-
tion, he said, had been too much regarded as a physiological
process identical in the countess and the cow, whereas there
were many factors that modified the process, making it a patho-
logical one. Where the practice was imperfect the training
was in fault. Barely one-half of the medical schools of
the country had been classed as acceptable by the Council
on Medical Education of the American Medical Association,
and only six were really adequately equipped for clinical
training in obstetrics. A recent graduate in Canada had
told him that his training had consisted in being permitted to
witness 12 confinements. There was some truth in the

surgeon’s boast that a laparotomy was less risky than child-
birth. Dr. Chipman prefaced an account of the proper
management of normal labour with the statement that it
should begin long before labour set in.

Radical Operation for Cancer of Uter1lS.
Dr. Thomas S. CULLEN, of Baltimore, read an able paper

on the Radical Operation for Cancer of the Uterus, viewed
from the standpoint of (a) permanent cure, (b) temporary
relief. In his opinion their European confreres had better
results in this operation because the women had more

children, worked harder, and therefore were not so fat.

They also sought aid earlier, so that the surgeons were more
accustomed to the operation, and, consequently, more skilful
in it. In America only sporadic efforts had been made to

enlighten the public on the early symptoms and the advant-
age of early operation in cancer of the cervix. As the

public had been taught the necessity of operation in

appendicitis, and the necessity of, and means for, fighting
tuberculosis, so they should be educated with regard to cancer,
and taught that cancer was a local lesion susceptible of cure
by extirpation, and not a blood disease. Under proper con-
ditions the surgeon could save from 20 to 25 per cent. of
those attacked.

Dr. WILHELM WEIBEL, of Vienna, read a paper describing
the Wertheim operation.

Dr. X. 0. WERDER, of Pittsburg, read a paper on the
Cautery in the Radical Treatment of Cancer of the Cervix,
which operation he had done in 78 cases. The primary
mortality had been 5 per cent. ; operability 39 per cent.
18 patients had survived the five-year limit and 13 were still
well. There had been two recurrences after six years, and
two after five years.
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Dr. GEORGE GELLHORN, of St. Louis, read a paper on
Extended Radical Operation through the Vagina for Uterine
Cancer.

In the discussion on these papers, Dr. HOWARD C. TAYLOR,
of New York, said that the great difference between
American and European statistics was due to surgeons
abroad getting their cases earlier. Women must be

taught the early symptoms of cancer of the uterus,
and that operation was the only cure. In Germany and
Austria cases were considered inoperable that would be
operated on here. Dr. Taylor submitted resolutions
to the effect that a campaign of publicity should
be at once undertaken to bring to the attention of

every woman in the country the early symptoms of uterine

cancer, and to point out its curability when detected
early; and that the society should appoint a committee
of five to disseminate such information by writing, or

having written, articles for publication in the newspapers
and magazines. The resolutions were carried and the
PRESIDENT accordingly appointed Dr. Thomas S. Cullen

(Baltimore), Dr. Howard C. Taylor (New York), Dr. C. Jeff
Miller (New Orleans), Dr. F. F. Simpson (Pittsburg), and
Dr. E. C. Dudley (Chicago).

Begi?tnings ot Clinical Sacrgery at Bellevne Hospital.
On Nov. 15th Dr. STEPHEN SMITH, of New York, as a

guest of the society, gave a sketch of the beginnings of
clinical surgery at Bellevue Hospital, New York. In 1846,
when he began the study of medicine, Dr. James R. Wood,
in introducing the clinical study of surgery, met with much
ridicule. If Dr. Smith had his way he would put medical
students not only into hospitals as internes but into the
wards as nurses. He gave a graphic description of the
results of the neglect of asepsis in his student days, con-
trasting it with present conditions when, it was said, a
physiologist who sent to Bellevue for a specimen of pus to
exhibit to his class, was told that there was none in the
institution.

Other Papers and B1Miness.
Dr. E. G. ABBOTT, of Portland, Maine, read a paper on the

Treatment of Lateral Curvature of the Spine ; and Dr. JOHN
B. MURPHY, of Chicago, in discussing the surgery of bones
and joints, emphasised the point that in inflammation of

joints only two tissues really became inflamed, the synovial
membrane and the bone or bones, and that it was the former
that especially required consideration in the treatment.

Finally, Dr. E. S. JUDD, of Rochester, Minn., read a paper
dealing with prostatectomy, and Dr. ALEXIS CARREL gave a
brief demonstration of his method of blood-vessel anasto-
mosis, illustrated by lantern slides.
The following officers were elected for the next year :-

President : Dr. George Emerson Brewer, of New York.
Vice-President: Dr. W. W. Chipman, of Montreal. General
secretary: Dr. Franklin H. Martin, of Chicago. General
treasurer : Dr. Allen B. Kanshiel, of Chicago. Chairman
of the committee on arrangements : Dr. E. Willis Andrews,
of Chicago. Chicago was chosen for the next place of

meeting.
A proposal of Dr. F. H. MARTIN, of Chicago, to establish

a College of Surgeons in the United States to confer supple-
mentary degrees in surgery on lines analogous to the

Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons of England
appeared to meet with much favour. During the week no
fewer than 1200 clinics were held in the hospitals of Greater
New York, and several thousands of operations were

performed.
Nov. 26th.

BIRMINGHAM.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Visit of the British Association.
THE executive committee appointed to make arrangements

for the visit of the British Association to Birmingham in
September of next year have presented an outline programme
showing that provisional arrangements were being made for
about half a dozen engagements each day during the week
commencing Wednesday, Sept. 10th. In addition to the
usual scientific meetings the President, Sir William White,
will deliver his inaugural address on the Wednesday evening.
The Lord Mayor will give a reception on the following night,

and Messrs. Cadbury Brothers will give a garden party at,
Bournville on the Friday afternoon. Several excursions to"
places of interest in the Midlands are being arranged for the.
Saturday. Other garden parties and entertainments will be
given, and a special feature will be two evening discourses
and six popular lectures for the working classes.

Birmingltam Crenacctorizcm.
At the annual meeting of shareholders Dr. A. Bostock Hill

said that Birmingham now ranked sixth among the places
in Great Britain as regards the number of cremations. The
fact that during the year many leading people who had died
had been cremated showed that among people of education
this method of disposing of the dead was being more

frequently resorted to, and that objections to the practice-
were dying out. The chief obstacles were apathy and the
desire that there should be nothing which in some quarters
was looked upon as sensational or objectionable. By
cremation they did in one hour what took a hundred or more
years to accomplish by earth burial, and this without pre-
judicing sanitary conditions and without lack of reverence.
They thought that the City Corporation might now see its,
way to take over the crematorium as a public institution,.
but they were unable to agree to terms.

Dec. 9th. 
______________

WALES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Pithead Baths.
THE question of providing baths for colliers is again being

discussed in many colliery districts. There are but few
colliers’ houses in South Wales which are provided with’.
fixed baths, and even where these are to be found they are
often used for other purposes than for bathing. The usual,’
custom is for the collier to bathe after his work is done in
the back kitchen of his house, using for the purpose a large-
wooden tub made out of a 40-gallon cask. The cask when.
cut in two makes two tubs. There is a growing inclination-
on the part of the colliers for baths at the pithead, and under
the Coal Mines Act of 1911 these must be provided if the
majority of colliers in a district desire them. There appears
to be some prospect of an improvement taking place in the-
existing conditions owing to the activity of the Women’s.
Labour League, the members of which are endeavouring to-
influence the wives of the colliers, and are giving them
information as to the advantages of the baths. On the score
of decency as well as of hygiene the present arrangements.
should be altered.

Mental Treatment in the Srvansea Schools,
The Swansea local education committee has decided, on

the advice of the school medical officer, Dr. T. Evans, to.

appoint three local dentists for the treatment of dental cases
in the school clinic at an annual expenditure of 150. Each
dentist will be paid a fee of 1 guinea for an attendance at
the clinic of three hours. It is in contemplation to appoint
later on a whole-time dentist.

Headq1barte,rs of the ’Welsh National Memorial Association.
’ It has been decided by the executive committee to place
the headquarters of the Welsh National Memorial AssociiY
tion at Newtown, in Montgomeryshire. Strenuous efforts
were made to induce the committee to establish them in
some larger town, such as Cardiff or Swansea. As the offices.
of the Welsh National Insurance Commissioners are to be-

permanently in Cardiff, it would appear that the memorial
offices might more appropriately and conveniently have been
in the same town.

Housing Conterence at Cardiff.
It has been arranged to hold a Conference on Housing

in Cardiff t the end of February next. The gathering
which is being organised by the National Housing and
Town Planning Council, will include representatives from
all parts of Wales and Monmouthshire, and will have-
under consideration, not only the adaptation of town

planning schemes to Wales and Monmouthshire, but the
housing question generally. In the industrial portions of
South Wales, town planning presents difficulties which are
not to be found in many other parts of the country. The
absence of any large extent of flat areas necessitates the


